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Dr Walter Hiither, soil zoologist, entomologist and
university lecturer, died on 11 May 2019, aged 87 years,
in Bochum. Walter Hiither (Figs. 1 and 2) was born on
22 August 1931 in Homburg (Saarland), Germany, as the
fourth of five children. He became interested in zoology
already as a pupil, first at the elementary school and later at
the grammar school for natural sciences in Zweibriicken,
and this topic was to accompany him throughout his life.
With his school teacher and mentor, headmaster Dr Otto
Strebel, he maintained scientific contact until his death.
In his honour Hiither named two invertebrate species, the
springtail Tetracanthella strebeli Hiither, 1969, and for
Strebel’s 80th birthday the pauropod Brachypauropus
strebeli Hiither, 1971.

Figure 1. Dr Walter Hiither at the GEO Day of Biological Diversity
of the Bochumer Botanischer Verein e. V. in the Bovinghauser
Bachtal (June 2007, Bochum/Dortmund, North Rhine-Westphalia).
Photo: Dr Armin Jagel.

1951, he passed his Abitur (comparable to A levels)
and enrolled to study biology at the Johannes Gutenberg
University Mainz, wherehefirsttook hisdiplomapreliminary
examination in 1954, and completed his studies in 1960 with
a doctorate in zoology with the grade ,,magna cum laude*
under the supervision of Professor Friedrich Schaller. In
the context of his doctoral thesis he dealt with the topic
,.Okologische Untersuchungen iiber die Fauna pfilzischer
Weinbergsbdden: mit besonderer Beriicksichtigung der
Collembolen und Milben [Ecological studies on the fauna
of Palatinate vineyard soils with special consideration of
collembolans and mites] (Hiither 1960).

A research grant from the German Research Foundation
(DFG) took him from 1960 to 1963 to the Zoological
Institute of the Technical University of Braunschweig,
where he worked, again under the direction of Professor
Schaller, mainly on collembolans, myriapods (with a
focus on the pauropods) and locusts. From 1963 to 1969 he
worked as a research assistant at the Zoological Institute
of the University of Saarbriicken, where he worked,
among other things, as scientific assistant (1963-1967) of
Professor Gustaf de Lattin, whose entomological focus
was on Lepidoptera. During his time at the University of
Saarbriicken, he was able to continue to devote himself'to his
beloved soil organisms, although he was also entrusted with
determination, preparation and largescale practical courses,
collection management and excursions. Thus, in 1964, with
the support of the German Ibero-America Foundation and
the Conselho de Pesquisas, he accompanied a research trip
with Professor Stefan Vogel from the University of Mainz
to the northeast of Brazil (including Serra do Navio and
Manaus). In 1970, Walter Hiither began his long and final
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professional career at the Ruhr-University Bochum, where
he worked until his retirement in 1996. In January 1970,
he joined the collections of the Department of Biology,
where he was instrumental in establishing the entomology
department. Subsequently, he worked in the Department
of Behavioural Science from 1982 and in the Department
of Special Zoology (now Animal Ecology, Evolution and
Biodiversity) from 1985 until his retirement.

Walter Hiither was in contact and scientific exchange
with other colleagues from all over the world, such as
Paul A. Remy, Dr Hermann Gisin and Professor Wolfram
Dunger, and became one of the first members of the
International Society for Myriapodology. In 1972, he
participated in the Second International Congress of
Myriapodology in Manchester and presented his work
on the ecology of pauropods (Hiither 1974), one of the
extremely rare contributions to this animal group in the
context of myriapodological congresses. In addition,
he was a member of the Soil Zoological Society. But he
also brought in his taxonomic expertise to support local
citizen science surveys, such as the GEO Day of Biological
Diversity of the Bochumer Botanischer Verein e. V.

Figure 2. Dr Walter Hiither at the GEO Day of Biological Diversity
of the Bochumer Botanischer Verein e. V. at the Kemnader
Stausee (August 2014, near Bochum, North Rhine-Westphalia).
Photo: Simon Wiggen.

The third author of the present obituary met Dr Walter
Hiither during his biology studies as an entomologist of
the ,,0ld school“ with extensive zoological knowledge
and as a quiet and very popular university lecturer. With
patience and didactic skill, he was able to introduce
the students to the diversity and ecology of ,his little
animals® in all details, both in the course rooms and on
excursions.

In addition, he also showed great interest in various
sampling methods and preparation techniques, especially
for microarthropods. For example, an embedding
medium developed by him (Hiither 1993) based on gum-
chloral and phenol, found its way into soil zoological
textbooks as the so-called “Hiither mixture” (Dunger &
Fiedler 1997).

In the course of his taxonomic research, Dr Walter
Hiither discovered and newly described 24 taxa from
the Pauropoda (one genus and eight species), Collembola
(one genus and 13 species) and Protura (one species):

Class Pauropoda

Rosettauropus Hiither, 1968

Rosettauropus temporalis Hiither, 1968
Fagepauropus breviseta Hiither, 1971a
Brachypauropus strebeli Hiither, 1971a
Cauvetauropus rhenanus Hiither, 1971a
Decapauropus viticolus Hiither, 1975a
Decapauropus cursor Hiither, 1982a
Decapauropus trichosphaera Hiither, 1982a
Decapauropus unicus Hiither, 1982a

Order Collembola

Willemia buddenbrocki Hiither, 1959
Isotoma germanica Hiither & Winter, 1961
Willemia brevispina Hiither, 1962a
Anurida brunsvigiensis Hiither, 1964
Tetracanthella hydrophila Hiither, 1964
Rastriopes interpositus Hiither, 1967b
Yosiiella Hiither, 1967a

Yosiiella mira Hiither, 1967a
Acherontiella palatinensis Hiither, 1969
Pseudosinella wahlgreni Hiither, 1969
Tetracanthella strebeli Hither, 1969
Lepidocyrtus weidneri Hiither, 1971b
Heterosminthurus chaetocephalus Hiither, 1971c
Acherontides peruensis Hiither, 1975b

Order Protura
Gracilentulus tuxeni Nosek & Hiither, 1974

SOIL ORGANISMS 92 (1) 2020



Obituary Dr Walter Huther (1931-2019)

To honour his taxonomic merits for science, eleven soil
arthropod species were named after him:

Class Pauropoda
Trachypauropus huetheri Hasenhiitl, 1984

Order Collembola

Tullbergia huetheri da Gama, 1968

Pseudosinella huetheri Stomp, 1971
Stenognathriopes huetheri Betsch & Lasebikan, 1979
Isotoma huetheri Dunger, 1982

Acherontides huetheri Deharveng & Diaz, 1984
Acherongia huetheri Fjellberg, 1992

Order Protura

Berberentulus huetheri Nosek, 1973
Brasilentulus huetheri Nosek, 1973
FEosentomon huetheri Nosek, 1973

Order Archaeognatha
Machilis huetheri Mendes, 1980

In addition, he published several faunistic articles (see
his list of publications at the end of the publication).

His extensive insect collection comprises 85 insect
boxes, most of which were in good condition and were
handed over to the Entomological Collection of the
Zentrum fiir Biodokumentation of the Saarland (Werno
in litt) in November 2019. The collection contains
the following insect orders: Lepidoptera (11 boxes),
Neuroptera (2 boxes), Diptera (18 boxes), Hymenoptera
(3 boxes), Orthoptera (34 boxes), Coleoptera (12 boxes)
as well as four ,,mixed boxes with various insect orders.
The groups of organisms in an ethanol collection had to be
discarded due to dehydration, whereas the whereabouts
of his microscope slide collection remain unclear for the
time being.

The type specimens of Lepidocyrtus weidneri (Hiither,
1971) are stored in the collections of the Zoological
Museum in Hamburg (Weidner 1977).

Walter Hiither‘s private passion was music; he played
the cello in various formations both with his family
in Leverkusen and in his home town of Bochum.
Nevertheless, he was also a great music lover as a listener
and took an active part in the music scene in Bochum
and neighbouring cities, enjoying concerts and festivals.
Besides his interest in astronomy - for example, he
travelled to Africa for a solar eclipse observation - he was
also an enthusiastic nature photographer with a focus on
his study objects (insects and soil arthropods) as well as
landscape photography.
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Call for cooperation

Since Dr Walter Hiither lived a very secluded life as
a researcher, especially in the last two decades of his
research life, and, to the best of his knowledge, did not
keep his own list of publications, the authors of this
obituary would be very pleased to receive additions,
corrections and/or further information (e.g. whereabouts
of microslides and types in the collection) from his
colleagues.
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